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Neil Gordon  
Project on Government Oversight  
666 Eleventh Street, NW  
Suite 900  
Washington, DC  20001-4542  

        Re:     Federal Contractor Misconduct Database  

Dear Mr. Gordon:  

        We received your June 6, 2008 letter seeking verification of what you characterize as relevant findings about Merck & 
Co., Inc. that POGO intends to publish on-line in its Federal Contractor Misconduct Database. 

        Several of the proposed findings are not correct, as could be readily be determined by reference to publicly available 
resources.  Merck's website provides up to date information about many of the findings on your list.  Among other 
information for investors and consumers, Merck has consolidated information about Vioxx cases in the Vioxx Information 
Center, http://www.merck.com/newsroom/vioxx/.   

Through this resource, one can readily see that the jury verdicts in the Ernst and Garza cases were set aside on appeal and 
judgments were entered in favor of Merck in those cases, rendering your findings about those judgments wrong.  Similarly, 
an appellate opinion substantially reduced the amount of the judgment in the McDarby case, yet your findings reflect the 
amount of the original judgment.  Of the eighteen Vioxx personal injury cases that have gone to trial, there are judgments 
against Merck in three cases. 

Similarly, other findings are incomplete and misleading.  With respect to the three findings associated with Medco, which 
range from 2002 to 2006, you fail to acknowledge that Merck divested Medco in August of 2003.  Information about the 
divestiture is set forth in Merck's 2003 annual report.   

        As a result, we recommend POGO conduct a more thorough investigation of publicly available information with 
regard to Merck & Co., Inc., much of which is easily accessible through www.merck.com, before posting its findings.   

Sincerely,  
Ron Rogers  
908-423-6449  

 
 
 
 
Notice:  This e-mail message, together with any attachments, contains 
information of Merck & Co., Inc. (One Merck Drive, Whitehouse Station, 
New Jersey, USA 08889), and/or its affiliates (which may be known 
outside the United States as Merck Frosst, Merck Sharp & Dohme or 
MSD and in Japan, as Banyu - direct contact information for affiliates is 
available at http://www.merck.com/contact/contacts.html) that may be 
confidential, proprietary copyrighted and/or legally privileged. It is 
intended solely for the use of the individual or entity named on this 
message. If you are not the intended recipient, and have received this 
message in error, please notify us immediately by reply e-mail and 
then delete it from your system. 


